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Benidorm had its or igin in the Charter  of  
Sett lement conceded by Admiral  Bernat de 
Sarr iá on May 8,  1325,  establ ishing the 
town and castle in the so-cal led Tossal  del  
Canfal i ,  promontory that enters the sea 
between both beaches of  the city (Levante 
and Poniente).  

For centuries,  the castle of  Benidorm 
suffered the attacks of  the pirates,  which 
caused the abandonment of  the population 
and the progressive deteriorat ion of  i ts 
defenses.  The worst assault  was suffered 
in August 1447,   when the Tunisian f leet  
attacked the town and captured al l  i ts  
inhabitants.  In the sixteenth century the 
Ital ian engineer Juan Bautista Antonel l i  
proposed,  unsuccessful ly ,  to improve the 
defenses of  the castle and provide i t  with 
a greater  mil i tary garr ison.  

On Apri l  8 ,  1666 the Lady of  Benidorm 
Beatr iz  Fajardo de Mendoza again 
conceded a new  of  Sett lement  providing
for an improvement of  the castle wal ls and 
the mandatory residence for  forty famil ies.  

During the eighteenth century ,  the 
increase in marit ime security and the 
occupation by the population of  the f latter  
areas,  led to the progressive abandonment 
of  the castle and the old town. 

During the War of  Independence,  the castle 
of  Benidorm, occupied by the Napoleonic 
troops,  was bombed and almost 
completely destroyed by the Engl ish army. 

The remodel ing of  the castle of  1928 
completely changed its appearance 
conserving only the denomination;  the 
balaustrade was added and,  with the pass of  
t ime,  i t  has become its most characterist ic 
element.  
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Castle excavated floor. 1993

Fortification plan of the castle by Giovanni Antonelli in 1575 
(General Archive of Simancas, MPD, 19, 101) 

Western wall of the castle

At present, only a few canvases of the wall can be 
seen on the western side of the hill that make up a 
40-meter-long cloth made up of irregular masonry, 
inside which there are stone slurries with mortar of 
ground, lime and small stones. 

Aerial view of the castle


